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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE author is ſenſible how 
inferior this Letter is to the 
dignity and importance of the ſub- 
Jet, and even to what it might have 
been, had a little more time been 
allowed for it's compoſition. But 
fearing, that ſome plan might ſoon 
be adopted, he has ventured to 
preſent it ſuch as it is; and he 
hopes that the Directors will re- 
ceive, with indulgence, his endea- 
vours to be uſeful, and encuft thoſe 


defects which ariſe from i inexperi- 
enge in writing, | 
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To THE 


COURT OF DIRECTORS, Ge. 


A2. you have moſt judiciouſly re- 
ſolved not to come to any de- 
termination with reſpe& to the im- 
provement of the Britiſh Fiſheries till 
| you have obtained a moſt accurate know- 
ledge of the moſt effectual means of ful- 
filling the purpoſes of your laudable in- 
ſtitution, and have been pleaſed publickly 
to proclaim that you would liſten to any 
information that was fent you, I ſhall 

B embrace 
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4 ks « the opportunity you have of 


* 5 


fered me, and, with as much brevity as 
pefſible, ſubmit to your eonſideration my 
nnn upon the ſubject. 

The weſtern ol of Scotland, to wide 
1 underſtand you are firſt to turn your 
talents and attention, is by nature deſ- 
tined for Fiſheries. The ſea is indented 
by a vaſt number of arms and iflands, 
forming an extenſive line of coaſt, with a 
number of bays, falt-water navigable 
lakes, and. excellent harbours. The ſea 
| abounds, every where with inexhauſtible 
treaſures of fiſh. Nor has nature been 
leſs liberal with regard to the fertility of 
the ſoil, Though the country is little im- 
proved, and the hufbandry under tlic 

worſt of management, yet, there is lime 
and fea wreck at hand for manure ; and 
you 


643: 9 
you may diſcover the cultivated part of 
the land and paſture to be very luxuriant. 
The iſland of Liſmore particularly, and 
a few other iſlands, in point of richneſs 
of ſoil, are inferior to none that have 
come within my obſervation in Britain, 
Nor is this country leſs indebted to the 
indulgence of nature for placing peat 
moſſes very contiguous to the coaſt, 
whence the inhabitants are plentifully 
ſupplied with fuel; a conveniency which 
few parts of the Highlands can boaſt of, 
they being obliged in moſt places to bring 
their peats from near the tops of the 
hills, at about the diſtance' of three or 
more miles from their habitations, There 
is one farther adyantage, which I muſt 
not overlook, ariſing from the fayourable 
local fituation of the coaſt ; and that is, 
the -proxumuty of it to Ireland; from 

| PZ > which, 
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Which, in years of ſcarcity, when the 
crops of the country fail, is imported A 
large quantity of meal at a very reaſon- 
able price. Nor muſt I forget the utility 
which the Carron Canal, in all proba- 
bility, when finiſhed, will render to the 
Fiſheries, and to the inhabitants in gene- 
ral on this coaſt, by opening an eaſy 
_ paſſage and ready acceſs to the Lowlands, 
which may be the means of introducing 

a profitable traffick between the two 
countries. The veſſels that tranſport the 
\ Hfh, can return back freighted with meal 
or grain, which commodities of life the 
Weſtern inhabitants have always been 
impelled by neceſſity to bring from the 
- Eaſtern coaſt. The benefit alone of the 
whole country being able to procure 
fiſh by an eaſy carriage, will be eonſe- 
quential ; becauſe at preſent the people 
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of the internal parts of Scotland hold 
the herrings in ſuch eſtimation, that 
you may ſee them go with ſmall incon- 
venient one-horſe carts, ſometimes eighty 
miles from their houſes, to the neareſt 
ſea ports, to fetch a ſufficient quantity of 
herrings to ſerve them the whole winter. 
Theſe when mixed with their potatoes, 
make an excellent and very nouriſhing 
food for them. I muſt, however, confeſs 
that the climate is in general rainy, parti- 
cularly the Autumn ſeaſon : but to make 
amends for this, the Winter 1s extremely 
mild, the ſnow lies no time on the 
ground, and the cattle require little or 
no fodder, as they feed upon graſs and 
ſea weed all the year round. From theſe 
great and uncommon advantages, I hope 
you will not think it preſumption in me 
if I pronounce that it muſt appear to 
any intelligent and reflecting mind, that 

no 


ES] 


no equntry can be better . for 
carrying on extenſive Fiſheries, and 
maintaining many thouſands of fiſher- 
men than this is; and that it has been 
owing to the poverty, indolence, and pre- 
judices of its inhabitants, that they have 
not long ago profited of the valuable 
gifts which Providence ever held out to 
them * a bountiful . 


ah Iſhall now; with your permiſſion, call 


pour attention to the moſt important ob- 


ject of all, the eſtabliſhment of villages up- 
on the ſea coaſt. As it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that perſons of your rank in life have paid 


much attention to the propereſt method 


- of building of them; in order that you 
may be enabled to form an eaſier judg- 
ment upon the matter, I ſhall endeavour 
to throw ſome light upon it, by diſcuſs. 

: ing, in few words, the two plans al- 
"my | | ready 
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ready laid before you, and then 1 ſhall 
beg leave to propoſe a third. 4 


The firſt plan is for the Society immedi. 
ately to ſet about building villages upon a 
very expenſive ſcale, each houſe to coſt 
twenty-five pounds; and to buy boats, 
nets, &c. for the fiſhermen. This is no ner 
idea, Every Joint Stock Company in this 
country as well as in Holland, who at- 
tempted the improvement of the Fiſheries, 
did adopt nearly the ſame ſcheme; and the 
reſult was their ruin. 'Their-houfes were 
deferted ; the boats and nets were either 
deſtroyed or fold for little or nothing: 
their capital funk, and never recovered. 
Theſe unfortunate circumſtances will, 
beyond doubt, induce you to be cautious 
of following a ſyſtem which has broken a 
capital of 500,0007. and has repeatedly 
proved fatal to others of leſe value. Theſe 
: prece- 


1 1 
precedents ſhould excite you to ſearch | 
out for a more perfect plan. 


The d propoſes the feuing « out of 
land, This, though not liable as the for- 
mer, to the frauds. and impoſitions of a- 
gents and contractors, will ſtill meet with 
| oppoſition. When innovations are intro- 
. duced into a country, it is neceſſary to look 
into the human mind, to enquire how 
f | | new meaſures may operate upon it. The 
Highlanders are, at preſent, very humble 
and ſubmiſſive to their ſuperiors, and ha- 
bituated to ſerve their maſter, Who has 
great influence over them. As ſudden 
changes are always dangerous, is it not to 
a be dreaded that, by at once freeing them 
from the dependance which from their 
childhood they have been accuſtomed to, 
you may render them, Inſtead of the 
ſober, frugal, and induſtrious fiſhermen 
| yout 
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you, wiſh, a, moſt turbulent, litigious, 
diſſipated race of people, ſtyl- 


ing. themſclves free burgeſles ? In the ar- 
dupus taſk in which you have ſo nobly 
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embarked, yqu have many difficulties to 
encounter; and among others the preju- 
PER of the people to combat; as with⸗ 

out, their ſeconding . your efforts, little 
can be expected from the beſt digeſted. 
plan. Before, therefare, you come to any 
deſign, you will find it requiſite to hu- 
mour their diſpoſitions, and to conſult 
their temper and genius. It is obſerved, 
in that mountainous county, where meal 
s fo ſcarce, that every one, from the ear- 
lieſt period of his youth, looks up with 
pleaſure to the maintenance of a cow, and 


| the having aſmallgarden, with alittle piece 
of land for ſowing corn, lint, and planting 
potatoes Theſe privileges he conſiders 

C as 


| 


„ 
| s the greateſt comfort i in life, ag . 
ouſly hopes one day or other to. poſſeſs 


and enjoy them. It is from this charac- 
ter of the nation, that I mean to found 
the permanent and folid baſis of a plan. 
Offer them a little land, and you will ſee 
them from all quarters repairing to enliſt 
under your banners. But to put this 
into execution you muſt firſt have pro- 
perty. This leads me to my propoſal, 
which 1 is, That the Society ſhall imme- 
diately purchaſe a large tract of land, 
conſiſting of four hundred Scotch acres 
of arable, meadow, and paſture land, 
and nearly fourteen hundred acres of 
moor, to eſtabliſh a village upon, which 
ſhall contain a hundred families. This 
mould ſerve as a model to all the reſt of 
the villages | that may afterwards be built. 
The * ſhould Pay for it the medium 
| price 


! 


price of land as it ſells now in Scotland, 
being about twenty-five years purchaſe 

of the yearly nett rent, free of all deduc- 

tions; which rent ſhould be aſcertained, 
agreeably to the yearly value of the land, 
by trial before the Sheriff, or otherwiſe, as 
you ſhall direct. You are to divide the four 
hundred acres into one hundred ſhares, 
every man to have his lot of four acres 
compact and together, in order that it may 
ſtimulate him to incloſe and reclaim every 
piece of waſte: ground that falls to his 
ſhare. You are then to let theſe grounds 
upon building leaſes of twenty-one years, 

_ with theſe conditions ſtipulated in them : 
that the tenants are to build ſufficient 
houſes, to be of the ſame heighth and 

| breadth, and to follow a regular plan; 
and that they are to be fiſhermen, and 
to purſue no other trade, a very few per- 
C 2 | ſons 
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ſons excepted, who muſt be trades- 
people, to provide the fiſhermen with 
the different articles they ſtand in need 
of. Each villager ſhould be allowed a 
cow : a horſe ſhould be allowed amogg 
four of them, to till their crofts, and to 
lead home their fuel. Theſe cattle ſnould 
feed on the moor in common. The four- 
teen hundred acres would yield abundance 
of paſture to maintain the one hundred 
cows and twenty-five horſes allotted 
them. Such a farm as this is, may 
let for 150/. yearly rent; which rent 
the villagers are to pay equally a- 
mongſt them ; though it is a fact in the 
Highlands, that if a proprietor divides 
a farm among trades- people, he is ſure 
of getting a higher rent for it. I am 
for having ſuch houſes built as are com- 
mon in the Highlands only, with the im- 
provement 


provement of covering the walls with 
lime, to make them more ſolid, which 

may occaſion a difference of between two 
or three pounds in the price. Such houſes 
as theſe can be built by the people them- 
ſelves, at from ten to twelve pounds. | 
The Society could not build them under 
twenty. I have not included ſlated 
roofs, though flates are convenient; yet 
timber is ſo dear, that the people could 
not afford to roof the houſes with ſlates. 


I do not claim the merit of diſcover- 
ing this plan. I have learned it from 
perceiving the conduct of ſeveral ſpi- 
rited proprietors on the Weſtern coaſt, 
who have adopted it from a confi- 
dence of the efficacy of the meaſure, and 
of the benefit it will turn out to them, 
by promoting the improvement of their 
22225 land, 
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land, and the extenſion of the fiſheries, 
The conſequences that will flow from 
this plan, limited as I have made it, are | 


manifeſt, and ſo open to every mind, that 
it is needleſs for me to mention them: I 
ſhall only take notice of a few of its advan- 

tages. The difference ariſing from the ſe- 
curity of land in Scotland, is every day in- 
creaſing in value; whilſt, from the time 
a houſe is built, it is every day decreaſ- 
ing. The intereſt you would receive, be- 
ing four per cent. and, when the leaſes 
fall i in, ſeven or eight, would encourage 
people to bring forward their ſubſcrip- 
tions, and you would not be troubled 
with the peculation and abuſes of agents 
and contractors. The firſt plan would 
return one per cent. upon a bad ſecurity, 
as ſixe ſhillings would be the moſt yon 


could get in that country for a ſingle. 
a houſe. 


( 25 ] 
houſe. The ſecond plan of ſowing of 
land, would return you four per cent 


ereaſe; and by your rendering the'tenants 
quite free and independent, they would 
be under nobody's controul, and would 
fiſh; ſmuggle, or be idle, 48 e 
_— oh yd 


wy" a FEWER a n 
ing the preference of the third plan over 
the reſt; that objeftions will be made 


to it: theſe I am prepared to anſwer. - 


The firſt objection, will be the difficulty 
of finding people to agree to the condis 
tions which I have ſuggeſted: This I 


ſhall anſwer, by boldly and poſitively af- 


ſerting, that both fiſhermen and tradeſ- 
men will look upon themſelves as pecu- 


liarly fortunate to have ſuch conditions 
offered 


but then the intereſt would never in- 


äſ—U—UAU p — — 


my A ANN K * f * * 
3 rr 17 8 : 


3 
offered them. With reſpect to the im- 


Practicability of the people building 
themſclves houſes, I can acquaint, you, 


that however poor they may appear to a 
ſiranger,.t is known nevertheleſs, that 
moſt of, them have more or leſs money 
outtat intereſt, which they have ſaved 


by their annual earnings. The moment 


3 a man has collected a ſmall ſum, he looks 


out with eagerneſs for a little ſpot of land 


to lay out his money in ſtocking it with a 


fes ſheep. I know the people would 
ſoon build houſes with their money, pro- 
vided they could have leaſes, with a little 
land to them. Beſides, you would this 
way enſure to yourſelves, reſpectable and 
ſubſtantial tenants; as no one will apply 


but Who is able to build, which would 
be no bad ſign of a man's induſtry, 


The 


7 J 

"Fhe ſecond obſection which will proba- 
biy be made, is the impoffibility of finding: 
in bite place, fifty acresof arable land in the 
Highlands.” Allowing the weight of this 
objection, I cab however, inform you of a 
recent inſtance of a village of fifty houſes, 
not long fine eſtabliſhed” near the Weſ- 
tern coaſt; upon the fame principle that I 
have advanced. There was not at the time 
the people ſettled upon it, one acre of 
cultivation; ; and in the ſhort ſpace of 
two years, by mere dint of induſtry, they 
built excellent houſes, inclofed 1 neat gar- 
dens, and improved many acres of moſt 
birren and rugged ground; ſo that it now 
forms a moſt pleaſing, cheat ful, and lively 
ſcene to the traveller s eye. Have we any 
reaſon to imagine the fiſhermen will be 
leſs laborious, when we may ſuppoſe, from 
the hardineſs of their conſtitutions, that 
they will be able to work abroad in the ſe- 

D vereſt 


hgh 
* veraſt weather, whileghe inland people qre 


ngt ahl to withtand the inclemancy of it; 
apgthatcin the ſeaſons when:they cannot 


'- filthy labour their evofts, and con: 


Wente roll ot the moſt uifertile part. 
into dich andy ell deefied fields ? From 
this n ſtan cg frag ed £9 conclude, that 
if gov oath her fiſhermen, any ſort of 
langs they welche gantent; and ſoon, by, 
theit induſtry, make it .. 4 2d] 
10 eg nom 2d: 8: 10118 119 
The third, oblection vill probably by, 
that no. langhelder will chooſe to diſ⸗ 
pole of any. part. of his property. Ad- 
mitting, as Lyhall, moſt readily do, that, 
ſome may. 9ome..1 under. this deſcription, 
and. be ſo ſelfiſh and intereſted as to re- 
fuſe to the Society their land; others, | 
within my knowledge, more patriotic 
and magnanimous, are | to be found, who 
will deſire you to name any place of 
theirs, 
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theirs, which you think is well'ſituated 
for a fiſhing®village :-and5if'F may ven- 
-ture to anticipate your noble Governor, 
hoſe publie patriotiſm and private 
virtues echo ober that eounty with a 
Joyful and rebounding ſound, you will 
ſee him, at this critical period; ſhortly 
ſtep forward to requeſt you to ehooſe 
thoſe places on his moſt extenſive eoaſt, 
which you conſider as proper for villages, 
and for improving the fiſneries; conſet- 
ous, that he is thereby doing an eſſential 
ſerviee to his country, His N +4 1 

family, and Kimſel .. 1917 2d 2 
os !1s $5912 (iv f amis ef wont 
The laſt objeRion 1 ſhall”take notice 
of is, that nobody will ineline to ſell 
their lands at "twenty-five years pur: 
chaſe. ' The Company, it may be 
een being forced to bargain fbr 
ö D 2 thoſe 
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thoſe ſituations which are recommend- 


ed to them as haying the qualities of 
Mhing towns, muſt treat with the land- 
-holders on pnequal and inadequate terms. 
There are {eyeral. proprietors now. offer- 
ing their lands to dale, who haye ſitua- 
* tions pointed out 3s proper for the exec . 
' tion/of villages. This gives me room to 
pelieve, that they would be glad to treat 
with the Society for as much land as they 
may have ocenſion for. Beſides this, tho“ 
I may differ in opinion from a deſerving 
itinerant author, I do think that you need 
tied dawn to particular ſpots 3 for 
there i is almoſt, in every creek, an excel- 
every ſhore, From this view of | the 15 
coaſt, ſhould ane landholder be ſcrupa- 
Joys ta ſell to yen his land, you have 


ah to. Þropoſe Four conditions to the 
next 


F 


ſeusble, that thongh I might reap, Little 
benefit at firſtʒ from your placing a y- 
lege upon my eſtate; yet in 2, ky 
years, I ſhauld be maſt amply recom- 
penſod for he permiſſian. For when 


Can ) 


Bert; nd 8 indeed, 
if you cannot bring ſome of them into 
your terms. Had I a property any where 


on the coaf}, I ſhould "exert myſelf to 


try to. pexſuade jou to to purchaſe @ far 
from me at (twenty-five, years, pparchaſe ; 


the village. increaſod, which muſt bay- 
pen, as every fiſhing village has hitber⸗ 


to dane, the people would flock to me 


for land and as they could get 
other, having no other to get near 
them, I ſhould-fix my own terms, which 


they could afford to pay; as by that time, 
by their ſucceſs in the fiſheries, they would 


hays gained money. 1 make no doubt 
put 


. 
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Saba many Proprietors Wat concur 
tk me ift tf pines, md àfcern tltat 
t WIIk de thelv intereſt tbl agree Witti che 
| Jol Stock *Tottipiainy! Others ntbre 
y ite tobe fond: erte Wilr Wifi 


tit every obltatle in your way to H Pede 

Su from doing it, as they EO, trfät 
"by your billing villages klone, wiftbut 
"your f having property to grant the fler 
mien, you wil Aan bull noùfes for 
wemſelves. A Tlichlander pute no efti- 
"ation upon à houſe üfileſb He cat obtain 
"from = the landh61der the inde needs. As 
Have you none to give hit he muſt be 
"Enfirely urider the landholder v cbmmand, 


Ad wall not obey your dis refpect- 
Aung the fiſheries, but müſt at all times be 


5 nötltb Purchaſe An) Lands anü HI 
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and, and look up to him̃ 45 his maſter. 
* . 


2 
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The undholdet in return, as is frequent- 
ly Abe caſe, vill make the fitherman pay 
an exorbitant. pzice, Jos his little craft, 
which will be the means of keeping him 
poor, throw ya damp upon his induſtry, 
and prove aptotal diſcouragement and 
detriment, to che fiſheries. It may, per 
haps, be ſaid, that the plan which I have 
propoſed. ig, expoſed to the ſame, objec- 
tion as the ſecond ; to that of feuing gut 
of kg. But 1 es 12 N -M8: 
converſant. with the Highlands, if any diſ- 
advantage ariſes from lealing out of land 
in the manger which at preengie follow. 
ed in many parts. For the people, not- 
withſtanding their leaſes, are ſtill under 
great deperidancy, as they always look 


forward to the end of their leaſes, and 
take care to behave well towards their 
landlord, and their neighbours. I ſhall 
not treſpaſs any longer upon your time, 

| 2750 by 
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byeakürzing pen this plat; eats” © 
Tt de And ee wy 
vibe of ine leak ann ago | 
md * Wen ont 9d ti 
e un — e 
mery bine partietlars regurding the f f- 
erieg 1 Would by no theans With you to 
_ out upon any extravagant plan. 
' Your funds are vety malt for the greatneſy 
Foal enterpriſs; afid this no doubt WII 
make you « cautious of finking money with⸗ 
 oiit the greateſt proſpect or affurance of 
= ſucceſs. It has been faid that you wiſhed 
for à few Ack of Parliament, the preſent i 
act being hot ſufficiently extended. I am | 
very much miſtaken if your preſent act 


Aal 


does not im power you to purchaſe land 8 

in which cale you, cannot dehire of i it to do | 
more, Perhaps, the magnitude of the 
enlargement of the fiſheries, which cer. 
tainly comprehends many important na- 
5 tional! 


K 
A! objects, ſuch. as the future wegn 
now, "Join, dead in the fea; and, the 
number of brave indefatigable ſubjects 
it will reſcue from ſloth, and employ in, 
| that manner, which Providence. ſeems. to 
have. ordered, and who will be ready on 
the loweſt emergency to man his Ma- 
Jeſty's fleet, and defend the country a- 
gainſt every enemy perhaps conſidera- 
tions ſo momentous may inflame you 
with an ardent zeal for every improve- 
ment that can be wiſhed. Theſe you 
will find it ſome time or other incum- 
bent upon you to ſet about. But 
ſhould that warm ardor which you, 
I dare ſay, at this moment feel, animate 
you to undertake more than the ſettle- 
ment of the villages at preſent, you will 
have reaſon to lament ever taking your 
country's cauſe ſo much at heart; as it 
E muſt 
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ruſt miſlead you, and prove the bane of 
your 8 Society, and of courſe the F iſheries. ; 
Purchaſe land, and let it out upon a 
building Teaſe. When you have thus 
collected the people together, they Will 
de content, and live happy i in their new 
poſſeſſ ons. Perhaps it may be neceſfary 
to lend them money to aid them to buy 
nets and boats, Se. but they muſt get 
the proprietors in the country to be 
their ſeeurity, or aſſign their houſes for 


that purpoſe. You ſhould accept of no 
other. You ſhould, too, give premiums 
on the tonnage of the fiſhing veſſels, 


which is preferable to premiums on u 
greateſt quantity of fiſh caught, as this 
is ſubject to many frauds. The large 
veſſels ought unqueſtionably to be en-- 
couraged: they are by far more eaſily 
navigated, and require fewer hands. Your 


capital will allow of premiums, in pro- 


portion 


VF 
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portion as it ſhall encreaſe by the in- 
tereſt you receive from the land. When 
vou have done all this, you have exe- 
cuted the duties of your offices. Have 


os Patience, and the reſt of the improve- 


ments will follow of themſelves, with a 
rapid ſtep, ſupported by ſome little aſſiſ- 
tance-from you. It muſt take. time for 
the F iſheries to riſe to their higheſt emi- 
nence. ſhould be ſorry to ſee you build 
keys and wharts till you have a larger ca- 
pital. After your villages are built, That 
might occupy your deliberation. The 
ſhores are very, convenient in ſome pla- 
ces for landing the fiſh: the boats can 
unload with the greateſt facility and 
ſafety on the ſides of rocks. The great 
ſcarcity of ſalt all along the coaſt, deſerves 
your attention. It was formerly ſmuggled 


from Ireland at a very reaſonable price. 
E 2 The 
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The falt comes now all from the kater 
coaſt; and ſometimes it is not to be got for 
any ſum of money. This materially hurts 
the fiſhermen, as they muſt uſe it in large 
| quantities to cure their fiſh. I ſhould ſup- 
poſe ſalt works might be erected in thoſe 
Places which lie neareſt to coal. This ar- 
tice, indeed, is extremely ſearce all over 
the country, owing to the duty upon 
coal and cinders carried coaſtways, which 
1s felt very ſevetely by the inhabitants, 
| and hurts conſiderably the fiſheries. 
| You, who on every 7 occaſion are liſtened to 
with great ſatisfaction by the gentlemen 
of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould puſh 
the matter this ſeſſion, which would gain 
| you the heartfelt thanks of that part of 
the country, and great credit from the na- 
tion in general. It is univerſally ack- 
| 8 to be a very partial and grie- 
vous 


[29/5] 
vous tax And, at the fame time, it brings 
ttle into the revenue. here ave mumy 
Fitter articles for taxation, which miglit 
replace it; aud would be more prothue- 
tive to the revenue. 1 Would not Wäffi 
to fee you appoint any fervants ettept 
a ſecretary. Agents are more ready to 
mind their own intereſt than the intereſt 
of their country; nor do they thinł it a 
erime to impoſe upon a public Company. 
"You may depend upen the gentlemen 
and ſtewards of the great proprietors for 
information. They are men of probi ty, 
and in general of the ſtricteſt honour, 
and will chearfully tranlact Tug buſi- 
neſs. | | rey ff 


The Society ſhould never attempt ito 
enter into any branch of'thefiſhing trade. 
"The Dutch, began their fiſheries by ztry- 

ing 


1 


Company's meddling with that trade, 
they gave it directly up to private adven- 
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ence the inability and incapacity of any 


:tarers, who have ever ſince followed it 
with * ſueceſs, and extraordinary 
8 1 | | 


* 
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The er trade, GEN has den 
aa on for a conſiderable length of 


time by the inhabitants on the Weſtern 
"coaſt, calls loudly for immediate redreſs. 


It has till lately been proſecuted with fuch 


fpirit, and on ſuch an extenſive line, {that 
the contraband. goods, particularly the 


brandy and wines that are landed on the 
coaſt, are ſent into the moſt inland part 
of the Highlands in cart loads, to the no 


_ ſmallprqudice and corruption of the mo- 


rals of the people; they being able to buy 
theſe 


"208 it; but having learned from experi- ©" 


3 4 theſe articles very avi ald at their very 


doors, though perhaps ſituated i in the re- 
moteſt corner of the country. To this un- . 
fortunate circumſtance, 3 is attributed one 
of the cauſes of the inhabitants neglecting 
ſo long the natural advantages of their 
ſituation. They, from a miſtaken view 
of the profits, prefer the diſhoneſt, idle, 
ſlothful, and debauched life of a ſmug- 
gler, to the more honeſt, laborious, 
healthy, and comfortable life of a fiſher- 
man. It will become you to take care, 
that no ſmuggler receives admittance in- 
to your villages. At the ſame time, to 
prevent the villages from ſmuggling, it 
might be proper to ſtipulate in the 
leaſes, that ſhould the tenants at any 
time ſmuggle, the leaſe ſhall be declared 


void. 
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Which 1 haye the honour to preſent you. 
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